BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS met in the Commissioners Courtroom, Henry County Courthouse, Wednesday, July 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the city of New Castle, In. with the following members present:  Kim L. Cronk, President; William D. Cronk, Samuel R. Beckenbaugh, Linda S. Ratcliff, Auditor and Joe Bergacs, Attorney.
President Cronk opened the meeting with the Pledge to the Flag and a moment of silent prayer.

A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to approve payroll, timecards, and deductions for the period payable July 10, 2009.  Motion carried 3-0.
A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to approve the minutes from the July 1, 2009 meeting.  Motion carried 3-0.

A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to approve the claims as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.

A motion was made by Mr. Beckenbaugh and seconded by Mr. William Cronk to accept the reports of the following departments.  Motion carried 3-0.


Planning Commission


Building Department


Golf Course

Letters were presented by County Attorney Joe Bergacs for Commissioners approval to citizens regarding damage received to their automobiles.  A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to send letters to the following citizens stating that while they regretted damage to their vehicles it was the County’s position that they were not liable for the damages.  Motion carried 3-0.  The highway regularly patches potholes, and keeps up with patching to the best of its ability and does not feel that based on the information provided that the county is responsible.

Curtis Sharp 

1414 B Avenue
New Castle, Indiana 47362


Kent Hinshaw

559 N. 7th St

Middletown Indiana 47356  

Communication was received from Mr. Greg Etzler concerning purchasing office supplies from Office depot.  Mr. Etzler was not in attendance.

Patricia French, Clerk presented the Commissioners a quote from Intech for the purchase of a scanner for the Clerks office.  Mrs. French stated that she had the funds to purchase the scanner as well as another small product needed.  A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to allow the purchase by the Clerks office.  The total cost of the request was; $1,224.00.  Motion carried 3-0.

Mrs. French also requested permission for the Republican Party to use the Courthouse Lawn on August 14, 2009 for the GOB Brat lunch to be held from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Mr. Beckenbaugh made a motion to allow the use of the Courthouse Lawn and Mr. William Cronk seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.

Mr. Jeff Ray, representing Healthy Communities was present with Sales Disclosure Forms that needed to be signed by the Commissioners.  This is property for the Wilbur Wright Trail Project.  Mr. Ray also asked that an agreement be signed to allow for work to be done by INDOT requiring a crossing agreement and the use of flag men.  With the advice of the County Attorney, that the agreement needed to be reviewed, Mr. Ray was advised to attend the next Commissioners meeting which will be held on July, 22, 2009.  At that time the agreement will be presented again.

Joe Wiley, Henry County Highway Administrator was present to discuss work being done at the highway department as well as the need to purchase a new Road Grader.  Mr. Wiley was asked to bring quotes for the lease purchase of the equipment to the next meeting.
Mr. Wiley informed the Commissioners that Mr. Maurice Cook who resides at 2299 E Brown Road had volunteered to help the county with patching using his equipment and crew if the county would supply the stone and oil.  Mr. Cook owns Roto Rooter and has the equipment available.  After discussion with the County Attorney, Mr. Wiley was advised that further research needed to be done to protect both the county and Mr. Cook from unnecessary liability.  Mr. Bergacs, will determine what type of insurance would be necessary to protect all parties and report at the next meeting.

Mr. Wiley informed the Commissioners of a repair that needed to be done at the 4-H fairgrounds.  The highway was trying to repair some ground area for the park and inadvertently saturated some sound equipment with oil.  

Mr. Lonnie Nation was present to inquire about tearing down a house that was a hazard in his neighborhood.  Mr. Nation said that his neighborhood association would tear the house down but they would like for the county to haul the debris away.  Mr. Nation indicated the association would pay for the disposal at the landfill but they needed the help of the highway department to haul the debris.  Mr. Nation indicated that he had spoken with representatives from Bank of America who owns the house and they will give permission to tear the house down.  Mr. Bergacs, County Attorney indicated that Mr. Nation should check on taxes and get something in writing from Bank of America authorizing them to tear the house down and hold the neighborhood association and county harmless.  Mr. Nation will present his findings at the next meeting.

Mr. Richard Byers, Surveyor presented an agreement to the Commissioners from Bay Geophysical.  This company wants to conduct seismic surveys to determine if there are reserves of petroleum and/or natural gas for Sierra Resources and wishes to obtain permission to cross on the following tracts of land.
DPO – 1
Beginning Muncie Pike Crossing CR-900N

DPO – 2
Delaware and Henry County Line 800 S from CR – 100 E in Prairie Twp 



East to Randolph Co. Line

DPO – 3
Stony Creek Twp – CR-950N from Buck Creek Rd. to CR-700E

A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to approve the request pending the start and end dates of the project and with proof of a certificate of insurance to be filed with the Commissioners prior to any work beginning.  Motion carried 3-0

A quote was received from Choice for repair and replacement of a blower motor bracket run capacitor and blower wheel on FPVAV box #26.  The price is $862.00.  A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to accept the quote and approve the repair.  Motion carried 3-0.

President Cronk informed the Commissioners that he had contacted the Pfenninger Agency and spoken with the State Board of Accounts for a list of companies that perform actuarial studies for Counties.  The State Board of Accounts had informed the County Council President at the entrance audit conference that the County must perform this study prior to years end.  The cost of the study will be $6,000.00 or $5,500 if the city of New Castle uses the same firm.  A motion was made by Mr. William Cronk and seconded by Mr. Beckenbaugh to accept the proposal pending approval by the County Council.  Motion carried 3-0.

Mr. Hammersmith asked the Commissioners when the negotiation meetings would take place with the City for the Ambulance services.  He was informed by President Cronk that the meetings would be postponed until a later date since the signing of the temporary agreement previously.

A motion was made by Mr. Beckenbaugh and seconded by Mr. William Cronk to adjourn.  Motion carried 3-0.

______________________________  

______________________________

Samuel R. Beckenbaugh



William D. Cronk
______________________________  

Kim L. Cronk, President

______________________________  

Linda S. Ratcliff, Auditor

